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Curriculum Vitae:

Contact Information:

In LA:

John Olchak

johnolchak@isfilmvideo.com

310-433-2272

In New York: 

Dave Davis

244 Fifth Avenue

Suite D287

New York, NY 10001

917-685-5441

ddavis@davedavisproductions.com

www.davedavisproductions.com

dm@isfilmvideo.com

www.isfilmvideo.com

Summary Statement:

I have over twenty years of professional experience, four years of teaching film and video production at the college level, and a Masters in Education.  I have produced, written, directed, edited and scored documentaries for public television and produced an independent feature under SAG contract.  I am fluid in all aspects of film and video production and I own digital video and music production and post-production equipment (Panasonic HVX-200; Avid; Cubase and much more.)

Employment History:

Editor, Optomen USA, Evolve series for The History Channel.

Producer/Writer/Director/Editor (co-on all with Mary Grandelis) of El Cap, a feature-length high-def documentary work-in-progress.

Editor, Williamsburg Live Songwriter Competition documentary for concert.tv, DVD, and internet distribution.

Producer/Writer/Director/Editor of Allegheny Stories in association with WQED PBS Pittsburgh, a documentary about history and life along the Allegheny River.  Neilson ratings during WQED's prime time broadcast of the program were 2.8 compared to WQED's prime time program average of 2.0.  With Mary Grandelis, I composed, performed and recorded the soundtrack.

Producer/Writer/Director/Editor of Pennsylvania Crude in association with WQED PBS Pittsburgh, a documentary about the history and impact of the discovery of oil in Titusville, Pennsylvania.  The program won an Honorable Mention from the PA Federation of Museums and Historical Organizations.  With Mary Grandelis, I composed, performed and recorded the soundtrack.

Producer/Writer/Director/Editor of Crossing Borders, a co-production with West Virginia PBS, a documentary work-in-progress that explores the relationship between Celtic Music and certain American forms of music such as Appalachian, Bluegrass and Country.

Producer, Editor of You Are Here, an independent SAG feature film that premiered at the Montreal World Film Festival.  Awards include Audience Award at the Newport Beach International Film Festival; the Golden Elephant Award at the Bangkok International Film Festival; and Best Original Screenplay at the Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival.  

Producer/Writer/Director/Editor of numerous educational and promotional programs for a variety of organizations including: The March of Dimes; The American Cancer Society; Northwest Medical Center; Shadyside Hospital; The Venango Museum of Art, Science and Industry; Thiel College; and the Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce; Mosites Development; Burt, Hill, Kosar, Rittleman; UniFirst; 

Adjunct Professor, Thiel College, Department of Communication Arts and Sciences, Greenville, PA.  Courses included Film Studies; Video Production; Public Relations; Intro to Broadcasting; and Senior Seminar.

Education:

Graduate of Greensburg Salem High School, Greensburg, PA, in top ten percent of class.

Graduate of Allegheny College, Meadville, PA, with a B.A. in Sociology and membership in Pi Gamma Mu, the national Social Sciences honor society.

Graduate of Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA, with a M.Ed. in Social Sciences and a graduate assistantship in the Political Science Department.

Coursework in all aspects of film production at Pittsburgh Filmmakers, Pittsburgh, PA.

Workshops in Directing for Film with Marketa Kimbrell at New York University, New York, NY.

Professional Qualifications:

*All aspects of film and video production, including cinematography, lighting, writing, producing, directing, editing and soundtrack production.  

*Avid non-linear editing with experience in Adobe, Final Cut and D-Vision

non-linear systems as well as Photoshop and third-party effects software.  

*Experienced in shooting digital video-for-film and high-definition video production.

*Experienced in taking documentary projects from conception to PBS broadcast. 

*Experienced in college-level teaching of all aspects of the above.

*Experienced in all aspects of composing, performing and digital recording of music for film and video using Cubase (with some limited ProTools experience.)

Interests:

Music, Film, History, Education, Travel, the Arts and Literature.  

